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Introduction 


The following short book discusses the concept of Gaining & Protecting 
Reward. This discussion is based on Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, Verses 262- 
264 of the Holy Quran: 


“Those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah and then do not follow 
up what they have spent with reminders [of it] or [other] injury will have 
their reward with their Lord, and there will be no fear concerning them, 
nor will they grieve. Kind speech and forgiveness are better than charity 
followed by injury. And Allah is Free of need and Forbearing. O you who 
have believed, do not invalidate your charities with reminders [of it] or 
injury as does one who spends his wealth [only] to be seen by the 
people and does not believe in Allah and the Last Day. His example is 
like that of a [large] smooth stone upon which is dust and is hit by a 
downpour that leaves it bare. They are unable [to keep] anything of what 
they have earned. And Allah does not guide the disbelieving people.” 


Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 


“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 


Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 
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“Those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah and then do not follow 
up what they have spent with reminders [of it] or [other] injury will have their 
reward with their Lord, and there will be no fear concerning them, nor will 
they grieve. 


Kind speech and forgiveness are better than charity followed by injury. And 
Allah is Free of need and Forbearing. 


O you who have believed, do not invalidate your charities with reminders 
[of it] or injury as does one who spends his wealth [only] to be seen by the 
people and does not believe in Allah and the Last Day. His example is like 


that of a [large] smooth stone upon which is dust and Is hit by a downpour 
that leaves it bare. They are unable [to keep] anything of what they have 
earned. And Allah does not guide the disbelieving people.” 


“Those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah and then do not 
follow up what they have spent with reminders [of it] or [other] injury 
will have their reward with their Lord...” 


The previous verse mentioned the reward of the one who uses their 
blessings in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 
verse 261: 


“The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a 
seed [of grain] which grows seven spikes; in each spike is a hundred 
grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for whom He wills...” 


A parable is given whereby the multiplication of reward is explained through 
a seed which is planted by a farmer and then grows to produce many 
seeds. It is important to understand that just like a farmer can ruin their own 
crop by failing to take care of it, such as removing harmful things from it, 
similarly a Muslim can also destroy their reward by certain actions or 
adopting certain characteristics. The main verses under discussion 
comments on this danger. 


Therefore, it is important for Muslims to avoid the actions or characteristics 
which can nullify their good deeds. This is an extremely deadly trap of the 
Devil. He patiently waits for decades just to ruin the reward of a Muslim. 
The Holy Quran makes it clear that a Muslim will gain reward for what they 


bring to Judgment Day, meaning, take with them when they die it does not 
declare they will gain reward after simply doing a deed. Chapter 6 Al 


An’am, verse 160: 


“Whoever comes [on the Day of Judgment] with a good deed...” 


“Those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah and then do not 
follow up what they have spent with reminders [of it] or [other] 
injury...Kind speech and forgiveness are better than charity followed 
by injury. And Allah is Free of need...0 you who have believed, do not 
invalidate your charities with reminders [of it] or injury as does one 
who spends his wealth [only] to be seen by the people and does not 
believe in Allah and the Last Day...” 


Whenever a Muslim performs a good deed, especially those connected to 
the creation such as charity, they must avoid destroying the reward through 
their actions or adopting certain characteristics such as pride. The actions 
which can destroy one’s reward include reminding a person of the favour 
done to them, demanding gratitude from them, belittling them, 
embarrassing them and showing off the good deed. According to these 
verses the one who behaves in such a manner is like a hypocrite whose 
faith in Allah, the Exalted, and the Day of Judgement is weak or non- 
existent. One must understand that the thing that separates a Muslim from 
a non-Muslim is the intention of pleasing Allah, the Exalted, with their 
actions. If this good intention is missing then there is not much difference 
between the two. 


When a Muslim truly believes that everything they possess belongs to 
Allah, the Exalted, then using the blessings they possess correctly, such as 
giving charity, through the grace of Allah, the Exalted, becomes easy. One 
who adopts this attitude realizes they are simply returning a loan that was 
given to them by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 254: 


“O you who have believed, spend from that which We have provided for 


y 


you... 


This behaviour also protects one from destroying their good deed of charity 
through pride. Pride makes a person believe they are doing Allah, the 
Exalted, and the needy a favor by donating charity. But the same way one 
returns a bank loan without pride Muslims need to realize their charity is a 
way of repaying the loan given by Allah, the Exalted. As indicated by the 
main verses under discussion Allah, the Exalted, is free of need and 
requires nothing from no one. In addition, the needy are doing the donor a 
favor by taking their charity. The needy are a means for them to obtain 
reward from Allah, the Exalted, and without them this would be impossible. 
If one believes that their wealth was accumulated through their intelligence 
and strength they must understand that these things were also given by 
Allah, the Exalted. Therefore, this loan in the form of blessings such as 
wealth must be returned to Allah, the Exalted, otherwise they may face a 
penalty that will begin in this world and continue into the hereafter. 


When one donates charity their transaction is not with a needy person in 
fact it is with Allah, the Exalted. When a person sincerely does business 
with Allah, the Exalted, they can be confident of an unimaginable profit 
which will benefit them in this world and in the next. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, 
verse 245: 


“Who ts it that would loan Allah a goodly loan so He may multiply it for him 
many times over?...” 


As mentioned in the main verses under discussion, it is far better for 
someone to behave kindly to the one seeking assistance from them and 
excuse themself if they are not in a position to help them than to help them 
and follow their good deed up with an action that destroys their reward. 


In the case where someone is not in a position to help another a few kind 
words of support is very effective in making the needy feel better. And they 
can gain the reward of helping the needy person if they guide them to a 
person or organization that can help them. This has been advised in a 
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2674. 


To conclude, it is vital for a Muslim to perform good deeds sincerely to 
please Allah, the Exalted, and not seek any compensation from people and 
instead forget about the good deeds they have performed as the One who 
they done them for will never forget them and will reward them in both 
worlds. 


“Those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah and then do not 
follow up what they have spent with reminders [of it] or [other] 
injury...Kind speech and forgiveness are better than charity followed 
by injury...O you who have believed, do not invalidate your charities 
with reminders [of it] or injury as does one who spends his wealth 
[only] to be seen by the people...” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that those who 
perform deeds for the sake of people, such as showing off, instead of doing 
them for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, will be told to gain their reward 
on Judgment Day from the people they acted for which in reality is not 
possible to do. 


It is important to understand that the foundation of all deeds and even Islam 
itself is one’s intention. It is the very thing which Allah, the Exalted, judges 
people on according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1. A 
Muslim should ensure they perform all religious and useful worldly actions 
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, so that they gain reward from Him in both 
worlds. A sign of this correct mentality is that this person neither expects 
nor desires people to appreciate or show gratitude to them for the deeds 
they perform. If one desires this then it indicates their incorrect intention. 


In addition, acting with the correct intention prevents sadness and 
bitterness as the one who acts for the sake of people will eventually 
encounter ungrateful people who will make them annoyed and bitter as 
they feel they wasted their effort and time. Unfortunately, this is seen in 


parents and relatives as they often fulfill their duties towards their children 
and relatives for their sake instead of for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. 
But the one who acts for the sake of Allah, the exalted, will fulfill all their 
duties towards others such as their children and never become bitter or 
enraged when they fail to show gratitude towards them. This attitude leads 
to peace of mind and general happiness as they know Allah, the Exalted, is 
fully aware of their righteous deed and will reward them for it. This is the 
way all Muslims must act otherwise they may well be left empty handed on 
the Day of Judgment. 


“Those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah and then do not 
follow up what they have spent with reminders [of it] or [other] injury 
will have their reward with their Lord...” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2376, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, indicated that the one who 
spends in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, will be rewarded according 
to what they give. And he warned not to hoard otherwise Allah, the Exalted, 
will withhold His blessings. 


It is important to note, that one must only obtain and spend lawful wealth as 
any righteous deed which has a foundation in the unlawful will be rejected 
by Allah, the Exalted, irrespective of one's intention. This has been warned 
in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2342. 


In addition, this spending is not only through charity but includes spending 
on one's own necessities and the necessities of their dependents according 
to the teachings of Islam without waste, excessiveness or extravagance. 
This is in fact a righteous deed according to a Hadith found in Sahih 
Bukhari, number 4006. A Muslim should spend in a balanced way whereby 
they help others without becoming needy themself. Chapter 17 Al Isra, 
verse 29: 


“And do not make your hand [as] chained to your neck or extend it 
completely and [thereby] become blamed and insolvent.” 


A Muslim should donate regularly according to their means even if it is a 
little as Allah, the Exalted, observes one’s quality meaning, their sincerity, 
not the quantity of a deed. Regularly donating a little is far better and more 
beloved to Allah, the Exalted, than donating a larger amount once in a 
while. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 
6465. 


It is important to note, as mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion 
when one gives according to their means Allah, the Exalted, will reward 
them according to His infinite status. But the one who holds back will find a 
similar response from Allah, the Exalted. If a Muslim hoards their wealth 
they will leave it behind for others to enjoy while they are held accountable 
for it. If they misuse their wealth it will become a curse and burden for them 
in this world and a punishment in the next. 


“Those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah and then do not 
follow up what they have spent with reminders [of it] or [other] injury 
will have their reward with their Lord...” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2336, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that every day two 
Angels supplicate to Allah, the Exalted. The first asks Allah, the Exalted, to 
compensate the one who spends for His sake. The second asks Allah, the 
Exalted, to destroy the one who withholds. 


The aim of this Hadith is to encourage one to become generous and avoid 
being stingy. It is important to note that spending for the sake of Allah, the 
Exalted, does not only involve the obligatory charity but it also includes 
spending on one's own necessities and the necessities of their family as 
this has been commanded by Islam. Anyone who fails to spend on these 
elements deserves for their wealth to be destroyed as they have failed to 
fulfil its purpose which in reality makes wealth useless. It is important to 
note, spending for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, never leads to an overall 
loss aS a person is compensated one way or another. In fact the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has guaranteed 
that charity does not decrease one's wealth in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 2029. Chapter 34 Saba, verse 39: 


“,..But whatever thing you spend [in His cause] - He will compensate it...” 


A Muslim should remember a generous person is close to Allah, the 
Exalted, close to Paradise, close to people and far from Hell. Whereas, the 
stingy person is far from Allah, the Exalted, far from Paradise, far from 
people and close to Hell. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1961. 


Finally, it is important to note that this Hadith applies to all blessings one 
possesses, such as their good health, not just wealth. So if one fails to 
dedicate and expend their blessings in the correct way as commanded by 
Allah, the Exalted, the supplication against their blessing by the Angel 
maybe accepted by Allah, the Exalted. Therefore, it is vital for Muslims to 
correctly use each blessing according to the teachings of Islam so that they 
receive more which in reality is true gratitude. Otherwise, they may well 
lose the blessing forever. Chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 7: 


“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, | will 
surely increase you [in favor]...” 


“Those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah and then do not 
follow up what they have spent with reminders [of it] or [other] injury 
will have their reward with their Lord and there will be no fear 
concerning them, nor will they grieve.” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6444, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the rich in this 
world will be poor in the hereafter unless they spend their wealth correctly 
but these people are a few in number. 


This means that the majority of wealthy people incorrectly spend their 
wealth meaning, on things which are either vain and therefore provide them 
with no benefit in the hereafter, or they spend on sinful things which will 
become a burden for them in both worlds or they spend on lawful things in 
a way disliked by Islam such as being wasteful or extravagant. Because of 
these reasons the rich will become poor on Judgment Day as they will be 
held accountable and even punished over them. 


In addition, those who fail to spend their wealth correctly will find that their 
wealth abandons them at their grave and so they will reach the hereafter 
empty handed meaning, as a pauper. This has been warned in a Hadith 
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2379. The deceased will leave the 
wealth behind for others to enjoy while they are held accountable for it. 


Finally, as the wealthy are distracted by gaining, hoarding, safeguarding 
and increasing their wealth it distracts them from performing righteous 
deeds which is the thing that will make someone rich on Judgment Day. In 
reality, losing out on this will make them poor. 


It is important to note, spending wealth correctly is not only donating charity 
but includes one’s spending on their necessities and the necessities of their 
dependents without being wasteful or extravagant. 


The truly rich person is the one who uses their wealth correctly as 
prescribed by Islam. This person will be rich in this world and in the next. 
And this attitude is not dependent of having much wealth. Any amount of 
wealth used correctly will cause one to become rich even if they possess 
little wealth. In reality, this person takes their wealth with them to the 
hereafter and this attitude provides them free time which allows them to 
perform righteous deeds which only increases their richness in the 
hereafter. 


“Those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah and then do not 
follow up what they have spent with reminders [of it] or [other] injury 
will have their reward with their Lord and there will be no fear 
concerning them, nor will they grieve.” 


The one who uses their blessings in the correct way understand that every 
worldly blessing they possess is only a means which should aid them in 
reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself. For example, wealth 
is a means one should use in order to obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling 
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling their necessities and the 
necessities of their dependents. It is not an end or an ultimate goal in itself. 


This not only aids a Muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter but it 
also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a Muslim treats 
each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to please Allah, the 
Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it will not have such a 
detrimental impact on them. They may become sad, which is an acceptable 
emotion, but they will not become grieved which leads to impatience and 
other mental problems, such as depression. This is because they firmly 
believe the worldly blessing they possessed was only a means so losing it 
does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal namely, Paradise, the loss of 
which is disastrous. Therefore, still possessing and concentrating on the 
ultimate goal will prevent them from becoming grieved. 


In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only a 
means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to 
reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also 


prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly 
blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when 
losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief will 
lead to depression and other mental issues. 


To conclude, Muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a means 
to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how one can 
possess things without being possessed by them. This is how they can 
keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts. 


“Those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah and then do not 
follow up what they have spent with reminders [of it] or [other] injury 
will have their reward with their Lord and there will be no fear 
concerning them, nor will they grieve...And Allah does not guide the 
disbelieving [ungrateful] people.” 


Those who use their blessings in the correct way demonstrate the highest 
level of gratitude to Allah, the Exalted. This leads to an increase in 
blessings in both worlds. Chapter 14 lbrahim, verse 7: 


“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, | will 
surely increase you [in favor]...”” 


As long as one uses their blessings to help others they will obtain the 
constant support of Allah, the Exalted. This has been confirmed in a Hadith 
found in Sahih Muslim, number 6853. A Muslim must understand that when 
they strive for something or are aided by another person to complete a 
particular task the outcome may be successful or end in failure. But when 
Allah, the Exalted, helps someone with anything a successful outcome is 
guaranteed. 


Finally, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2029, the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that 
charity does not decrease one's wealth. 


This is because whatever a Muslim spends for the sake of Allah, the 
Exalted, in respect to any blessing, such as time, Allah, the Exalted, will 
compensate them. This compensation will be much more than what they 
originally used. Chapter 2 Al Bagqarah, verse 245: 


“Who ts it that would loan Allah a goodly loan so He may multiply it for him 
many times over?...” 


For example, Allah, the Exalted, may grant the one who spends for His 
sake with financial opportunities which leads to an overall increase in 
wealth. In addition, this could be referring to the reality that whatever is 
destined to be spent on a person, which is their true wealth, can never 
change irrespective of their behaviour or the behaviour of the entire 
creation. In fact, a person’s provision was allocated to them over fifty 
thousand years before Allah, the Exalted, created the Heavens and the 
Earth. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748. 
So in reality, one’s charity will not change the amount of wealth which is 
destined to be spent on them, such as wealth spent on their food. 


The blessings obtained from using the worldly things one possesses in 
ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, removes the extreme emotions 
mentioned in the main verses under discussion namely, fear and grief. A 
person will face anxiety regarding their finances but when they use their 
worldly possessions correctly the blessings and reward obtained will 


remove fear from them. And a person may face sadness regarding their 
finances but they will never grieve as the manifold blessings they obtain by 
using their worldly possessions correctly prevents this. It is important to 
note that this is true even in respect to the next world also. 


But as warned in the main verses under discussion those who fail to use 
their blessings in the correct way will not be guided away from fear or grief 
and instead these two extreme emotions will overwhelm them so that they 
fail to find peace in both worlds. 


“Those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah and then do not 
follow up what they have spent with reminders [of it] or [other] injury 
will have their reward with their Lord and there will be no fear 
concerning them, nor will they grieve...And Allah does not guide the 
disbelieving people.” 


It is important for Muslims to strive in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 
destiny with patience as Allah, the Exalted, has guaranteed a good life in 
both worlds for the one who behaves in this manner. Chapter 16 An Nahl, 
verse 97: 


“Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a 
believer - We will surely cause him to live a good life, and We will surely 
give them their reward [in the Hereafter] according to the best of what they 
used to do.” 


This good life will protect a Muslim from severe grief, depression and other 
extreme moods and mental disorders which can destroy a person's life. 
Even though, Muslims will face difficulties which will sadden them but if 
they obey Allah, the Exalted, this sadness will never become extreme and 
effect their entire life on a long term basis. This is because a Muslim who 
strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, has an excellent reason to 
continue moving forward through their difficulty without giving up and 
turning to depression and even suicide. For example, they look forward to 
the countless reward which will be granted to the patient. Chapter 39 Az 
Zumar, verse 10: 


“_..Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without account [I.e., limit].” 


Whereas, the Muslim who does not strive in the obedience of Allah, the 
Exalted, and only claims the title of being a Muslim with their tongue will not 
be granted this attitude and a good life. And whenever they face difficulties 
it will drive them to extreme moods and mental disorders which will destroy 
their entire life. 


“Kind speech...are better than charity followed by injury...” 


One must learn to control their tongue if they desire to avoid nullifying their 
good deeds. 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2501, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared that whoever is 
silent is saved. 


This means the one who is silent from vain or evil soeech and only speaks 
good words will be saved by Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. This is 
important to understand as the main reason people will enter Hell is 
because of their speech. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami 
At Tirmidhi, number 2616. In fact, it only takes a single evil word to cause a 
person to plunge into Hell on Judgement Day which has been confirmed in 
a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2314. 


Speech can be of three types. The first is evil soeech which should be 
avoided at all costs. The second is vain speech which only causes one to 
waste time which will lead to a great regret on Judgment Day. In addition, 
the first step of sinful speech is often vain speech. So it is safer to avoid 
this type of speech. The final type is good speech which should always be 
adopted. Based on these aspects two thirds of speech should be removed 
from one's life. 


In addition, the one who speaks too much will only reflect on their actions 
and the hereafter a little as this requires silence. This will prevent one from 
assessing their deeds which inspires one to perform more righteous deeds 
and sincerely repent from their sins. This person will then be prevented 
from changing for the better. 


Finally, those who speak too much often discuss worldly things and things 
which are entertaining and fun. This will cause them to adopt a mentality 
whereby they dislike discussing or listening to serious issues like death and 
the hereafter. This will prevent them from preparing adequately for the 
hereafter which will lead to a great regret and a potential punishment. 


All of this can be avoided if one simply remains silent from sinful and vain 
speech and instead only speaks good words. Therefore, the one who is 
silent in this way will be saved from trouble in this world and from 
punishment in the next world. 


“Kind speech...are better than charity followed by injury...” 


In a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 1601, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the one who 
consoles a grief stricken person will be clothed with a garment of honor on 
Judgment Day. 


As facing difficulties is guaranteed for all this is an extremely simple way of 
obtaining a great reward which does not require much time, energy or 
money. This includes striving to aid the family facing a difficulty according 
to one's means, such as emotional, financial and physical support. A 
Muslim must gently encourage those facing difficulties to remain patient 
throughout the ordeal and remind them of the verses of the Holy Quran and 
Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, which discuss the importance and great reward of being patient. They 
should speak positively by reminding them that things only occur for a good 
reason even if people fail to understand the wisdom behind them. In reality, 
a person does not to be a scholar to perform this righteous deed as in most 
cases a few kind words of support are enough to make someone facing 
difficulties feel better. And in some cases just physically being there is 
enough to provide them with the feeling of support even if no words are 
spoken. 


Finally, it is important Muslims correct their intention when performing this 
righteous deed meaning, do it for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not do 
it in order to show off to others, such as their relatives, nor do it out of fear 
of being criticized by others if they fail to do it. Those who act for the sake 


of others will be told on Judgment Day to gain their reward from those they 
acted for which will not be possible. This has been warned in a Hadith 
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154. 


“Kind speech and forgiveness are better than charity followed by 
injury...” 


In cases where one cannot help a needy person when the later requests it 
may find that the needy person insults and criticizes them for failing to help. 
In cases like this a Muslim must remain firm on showing kind treatment to 
the needy person and overlook their negative reaction. 


Generally speaking, all Muslims hope that on Judgment Day Allah, the 
Exalted, will put aside, overlook and forgive their past mistakes and sins. 
But the strange thing is that most of these same Muslims who hope and 
pray for this do not treat others in the same way. Meaning, they often latch 
on to the past mistakes of others and use them as weapons against them. 
This is not referring to those mistakes which have an effect on the present 
or future. For example, a car accident caused by a driver which physically 
disables another person is a mistake which will affect the victim in the 
present and future. This type of mistake is understandably difficult to let go 
and overlook. But many Muslims often latch on to the mistakes of others 
which do not influence the future in anyway, such as a verbal insult. Even 
though, the mistake has faded away yet these people insist on reviving and 
using it against others when the opportunity presents itself. It is a very sad 
mentality to possess as one should understand that people are not Angels. 
At the very least a Muslim who hopes for Allah, the Exalted, to overlook 
their past mistakes should overlook the past mistakes of others. Those who 
refuse to behave in this manner will find that the majority of their 
relationships are fractured as no relationship is perfect. They will always be 
a disagreement which can lead to a mistake in every relationship. 
Therefore, the one who behaves in this manner will end up lonely as their 
bad mentality causes them to destroy their relationships with others. It is 


strange that these very people hate to be lonely yet adopt an attitude which 
drives others away from them. This defies logic and common sense. All 
people want to be loved and respected while they are alive and after they 
pass away but this attitude causes the very opposite to occur. While they 
are alive people become fed up with them and when they die people do not 
remember them with true affection and love. If they do remember them it is 
merely out of custom. 


Letting the past go does not mean one needs to be overly nice to others 
but the least one can do is be respectful according to the teachings of 
Islam. This does not cost anything and requires little effort. One should 
therefore learn to overlook and let the past mistakes of people go perhaps 
then Allah, the Exalted, will overlook their past mistakes on the Day of 
Judgement. Chapter 24 An Nur, verse 22: 


“...and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should 
forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.“ 


“Kind speech and forgiveness are better than charity followed by 
injury. And Allah is Free of need...” 


It is important for Muslims to understand that when they treat others kindly 
it in reality, benefits themself and not others. This is because treating 
others kindly has been commanded by Allah, the Exalted, and fulfilling this 
important duty gains one reward. 


In addition, when one is kind to others they will supplicate for them while 
they are alive which will benefit them. For example, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in a Hadith found 
in Sahih Muslim, number 6929, that a supplication done for a person in 
secret is always answered. 


In addition, the people will supplicate for them after they pass away which 
is definitely answered as it has been recorded in the Holy Quran. Chapter 
59 Al Hashr, verse 10: 


“saying, "Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in 
faith...” 


Finally, a person who treated others kindly will gain their intercession on 
the Day of Judgment, which is a day people will be desperate for the 
intercession of others. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Bukhari, number 7439. 


But those who mistreat others even if they fulfil their duties towards Allah, 
the Exalted, will miss out on the benefits mentioned earlier. And on 
Judgment Day they will find that Allah, the Exalted, will not forgive them 
until their victim forgives them first. If they choose not to then the 
Oppressor’s good deeds will be given to their victim and if needed the 
victim’s sins will be given to their oppressor. This may cause the oppressor 
to be hurled into Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 6579. 


Therefore, a Muslim should be kind to themself by being kind to others as 
in reality they are only benefiting themself in this world and the next. 
Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 6: 


“And whoever strives only strives for [the benefit of] himself...” 


“_..And Allah is Free of need...” 


Allah, the Exalted, is rich beyond needing anything whereas the creation 
are poor and are completely in need of Him. 


The Muslim who understands this divine name will seek all things from 
Allah, the Exalted, through sincere obedience by fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. They 
will understand that both worldly and religious richness which are free of 
any defects can only be achieved through the sincere obedience of Allah, 
the Exalted. 


A Muslim must act on this divine name by striving to become independent 
of people and only rely on Allah, the Exalted. In fact, becoming 
independent of the material world and the possessions of people will lead 
to the love of Allah, the Exalted, and the love of people according to a 
Hadith found in Sunan lon Majah, number 4102. This is achieved when one 
uses the blessings they have been given, such as good health, to lawfully 
fulfil their needs and the needs of their dependents and avoid laziness by 
relying on others, such as the government, to fulfil this duty for them. 


“,.-Allah is...Forbearing.” 


Allah, the Exalted, does not hasten the punishment for the one who 
deserves it out of leniency. Instead He gives them an opportunity to 
sincerely repent and rectify their behaviour. The Muslim who understands 
this will never give up hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, but will not 
also cross the limits and adopt wishful thinking by believing Allah, the 
Exalted, will never punish them. They understand that punishment is only 
delayed not abandoned unless they sincerely repent. So this divine name 
creates hope and fear in a Muslim. A Muslim should use this delay in order 
to repent and hasten towards good deeds. 


A Muslim should act on this divine attribute by being lenient with people 
especially, when they demonstrate bad character. They should show 
leniency towards others just as they desire Allah, the Exalted, to be lenient 
with them in their moments of heedlessness. But at the same time they 
should not be lenient with their own bad characteristics knowing that 
punishment for sins is delayed not permanently abandoned until they 
sincerely repent. They should also remain steadfast in leniency by replying 
evil with good according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 34: 


“And not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] by that [deed] 
which is better; and thereupon, the one whom between you and him is 
enmity [will become] as though he was a devoted friend.” 


“O you who have believed...” 


True belief involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 
196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 


Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given 
by Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His 
pleasure. As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all 
will be judged by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, 
the Exalted, when performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this 
world or in the next. In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 3154, those who performed insincere deeds will be told 
on Judgement Day to seek their reward from those who they acted for, 
which will not be possible. Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 


"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere 
to Him in religion....." 


If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 
Baqarah, verse 286. 


"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity..." 


Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of 
Allah, the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their 
sins for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own 
desires. When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be 
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has 
perfected their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu 
Dawud, number 4681. 


“O you who have believed...” 


In a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the signs of a true 
Muslim and a true believer. A true Muslim is the one who keeps their verbal 
and physical harm away from others. This in fact, includes all people 
irrespective of their faith. It includes all types of verbal and physical sins 
which can cause harm or distress to another. This can include failing to 
give the best advice to others as this contradicts sincerity towards others 
which has been commanded in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 
4204. It includes advising others to disobey Allah, the Exalted, thereby, 
inviting them towards sins. A Muslim should avoid this behavior as they will 
be taken account for every person who acts on their bad advice. This has 
been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2351. 


Physical harm includes causing problems for other people's livelihood, 
committing fraud, conning others and physical abuse. All of these 
characteristics contradict Islamic teachings and must be avoided. 


A true believer, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is the one 
who keeps their harm away from the lives and property of others. Again, 
this applies to all people irrespective of their faith. This includes stealing, 
misusing or damaging the property and belongings of others. Whenever 
one is entrusted with someone else's property they must ensure they only 
use it with the owner's permission and in a way which is pleasing and 
agreeable to the owner. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 


number 5421, that whoever illegally takes someone else's property, 
through a false oath, even if it is as small as a twig of a tree will go to Hell. 


To conclude a Muslim must support their verbal declaration of belief with 
actions as they are the physical proof of one’s belief which will be needed 
in order to obtain success on the Day of Judgment. In addition, a Muslim 
should fulfill the characteristics of true belief in respect to Allah, the Exalted, 
and people. An excellent way of achieving this in respect to people is to 
simply treat others how they wish to be treated by people, which is with 
respect and peace. 


“,..do not invalidate your charities...as does one who spends his 
wealth [only] to be seen by the people and does not believe in Allah 
and the Last Day...” 


A sign of one’s belief in Allah, the Exalted, and Judgement Day is when 
they perform good deeds in order to please Allah, the Exalted, so that they 
obtain success in both worlds especially, on the Day of Judgement. The 
one who fails to actualize their belief in Allah, the Exalted, and Judgement 
Day will perform deeds for the sake of people as they become heedless to 
obtaining reward from Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. Instead their greed 
for the material world urges them to perform good deeds for the sake of 
gaining more worldly things from people, such as praise. 


A sign of one’s sincerity to Allah, the Exalted, is when they do not expect 
nor demand any type of gratitude of payback from people. If one acts for 
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, then they should hope for reward from Him 
alone. If they seek reward from people they will be given no reward on the 
Day of Judgment by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found 
in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154. 


In addition, it is important for Muslims to adopt sincerity to Allah, the 
Exalted, when performing good deeds not only for the sake of gaining 
reward but so that they avoid bitterness. Bitterness is a deadly poison 
which can destroy one’s faith. 


Therefore, it is important for Muslims to fulfil the rights people have over 
them, such as their parents, according to the teachings of Islam. But they 
should not do this for the sake of people nor should they go overboard in 
their duties by crossing the limits set by Allah, the Exalted. One should 
instead act only for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and stay within the limits 
set by Him when fulfilling their duties to others. For example, they should 
not disobey Allah, the Exalted, in the process of pleasing people. The 
problem with dedicating one's life and efforts to people, even if no sins are 
committed, is that a day will certainly come when this person will realise 
that they dedicated so much effort to people but in return obtained nothing 
significant from them, such as gratitude. This attitude leads to bitterness 
towards life and people. If one persists on this attitude they will eventually 
fail in their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, and especially those duties 
towards people. On the other hand when one acts for the sake of Allah, the 
Exalted, irrespective of how little gratitude people show them they will not 
become bitter as they acted for and hope reward from Allah, the Exalted. If 
one’s intention is sincere this will prevent bitterness as they seek payback 
for their efforts from Allah, the Exalted, not people. People might let them 
down through a lack of gratitude whereas Allah, the Exalted, will reward 
them beyond their expectations. 


“,_..do not invalidate your charities...as does one who spends his 
wealth [only] to be seen by the people and does not believe in Allah 
and the Last Day. His example is like that of a [large] smooth stone 

upon which is dust and is hit by a downpour that leaves it bare. They 
are unable [to keep] anything of what they have earned...” 


In a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 3989, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that even slightly 
showing off is polytheism. 


This is a minor type of polytheism which does not cause one to lose their 
faith. Instead it leads to the loss of reward as this Muslim acted for the sake 
of pleasing people when they should have acted to please Allah, the 
Exalted. In fact, these people will be told on Judgment Day to seek their 
reward from those they acted for, which will not be possible. This has been 
warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154. 


If the Devil cannot prevent one from performing righteous deeds he will 
attempt to corrupt their intention thereby destroying their reward. If he 
cannot corrupt their intention in an obvious way he tries to corrupt it through 
subtle ways. This includes when people subtly show off their righteous 
deeds to others. Sometimes it is so subtle that the person themself are not 
fully aware of what they are doing. As gaining and acting on knowledge is a 
duty on all, according to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224, 
claiming ignorance will not be accepted by Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment 
Day. 


Subtly showing off often occurs through social media and one's speech. 
For example, a Muslim might inform others they are fasting even though no 
one directly asked them if they were fasting. Another example is when one 
publically recites the Holy Quran from memory in front of others thereby 
showing others they have memorized the Holy Quran. Even criticizing 
oneself publically can be considered showing off one's humility to others. 


To conclude, showing off subtly destroys a Muslim’s reward and must be 
avoided in order to safeguard their righteous deeds. This is only possible 
by learning and acting on Islamic knowledge, such as how to safeguard 
one's speech. 


“_..And Allah does not guide the disbelieving people.” 


Allah, the Exalted, is the One who guides His servants to what is beneficial 
for them in both worlds and guides them away from anything which harms 
them. Chapter 91 Ash Shams, verse 8: 


“And inspired it [with discernment of] its wickedness and its righteousness.” 


The Muslim who understands this divine name will seek guidance in worldly 
and religious matters from none other than Allah, the Exalted, through the 
teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Whoever seeks guidance 
from anything else will not find lasting success. 


A Muslim should act on this divine name by guiding others towards the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, and what is beneficial to them in both 
worldly and religious matters according to their knowledge. This will ensure 
they become a true believer meaning, the one who loves for others what 
they desire for themself. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami 
At Tirmidhi, number 2515. 


“_..And Allah does not guide the disbelieving [ungrateful] people.” 


If one studies Islamic teachings they will notice that belief and gratitude and 
disbelief and ingratitude are used interchangeably. For example, chapter 2 
Al Bagarah, verse 152: 


“So remember Me; | will remember you. And be grateful to Me and do not 
deny Me.” 


A Muslim must ensure they fulfill all three aspects of gratitude so that they 
avoid becoming a denier of Allah, the Exalted, as the one who is ungrateful 
in reality, scorns the One who granted them the blessings. Chapter 2 Al 
Baqarah, verse 152: 


“...And be grateful to Me and do not deny Me.” 


The three aspects of gratitude are to internally acknowledge Allah, the 
Exalted, as the sole Creator and Provider of all blessings. An aspect of this 
is to correct one’s intention so that they only perform actions to please 
Allah, the Exalted. The next aspect is to praise Allah, the Exalted, via the 
tongue. And the final and highest aspect is to practically show gratitude 


through one's actions by using each blessing as prescribed by Islam in 
order to please Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 14 lbrahim, verse 7: 


“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, | will 
surely increase you [in favor]; but if you deny, indeed, My punishment is 
severe.""” 


As true gratitude leads to an increase in blessings Muslims should fear that 
showing ingratitude may cause the blessings they possess to either be 
taken away from them or for their blessings to be used against them by 
becoming a burden and a curse for them in both worlds. It is important to 
note, even if a Muslim becomes truly grateful they will still face tests and 
difficulties as they are guaranteed. But if they behave in the correct way 
they will be guided through every situation so that they obtain peace of 
mind and body in this world and a great reward in the hereafter. This is 
similar to the patient who is operated on but feels no pain as they have 
been anesthetized. 


“O you who have believed, do not invalidate your charities with 
reminders [of it] or injury as does one who spends his wealth [only] 
to be seen by the people and does not believe in Allah and the Last 

Day. His example is like that of a [large] smooth stone upon which 
is dust and Is hit by a downpour that leaves it bare. They are unable 
[to keep] anything of what they have earned...” 


To summarize the discussion so far, the first thing to note is that only a 
true believer gives obligatory and voluntary charity as Allah, the Exalted, 
has combined them in this verse. If a Muslim is blessed with the strength 
to give charity, which according to Islam goes beyond just donating 
wealth, they should not lose the reward through their bad actions. It is 
clear in the following verse that Allah, the Exalted, will reward good 
deeds which are brought to the hereafter safely. Meaning, merely doing 
the righteous deed does not earn reward in the hereafter. One must take 
their righteous deed safely to the hereafter in order to obtain the reward. 
Chapter 6 Al An’am, verse 160: 


“Whoever comes [on the Day of Judgement] with a good deed...” 


Safeguarding a good deed in some respects is harder than actually 
performing the deed. Therefore, Muslims should be aware of this as they 
may well reach the hereafter empty handed while they were expecting 
reward. 


The main verse also indicates that if one performs a good deed for the 
sake of Allah, the Exalted, they should expect reward from Him and 


therefore not remind others of what they have done. If they seek reward 
from people they will be given no reward on the Day of Judgment by 
Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 3154. This attitude clearly indicates their bad intention 
of showing off and acting for the sake of people which has been 
mentioned in the main verse. If they acted for the sake of Allah, the 
Exalted, they would never mention it to others. 


Even though, Muslims believe in Allah, the Exalted, and the Last Day the 
main verse under discussion warns Muslims not to follow in the 
footsteps of the non-Muslims and behave as if they will not be rewarded 
in the hereafter by Allah, the Exalted, so they therefore seek reward from 
people. Those who firmly believe that Allah, the Exalted, is aware of their 
righteous deeds and will reward them will never behave in such a 
manner. 


In order to avoid the bad attitude mentioned in the main verse a Muslim 
must remember that every act of charity they do is only possible by the 
mercy, of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of inspiration, knowledge, 
strength and opportunity required to perform the act of charity. So 
instead of counting their favours they should busy themselves with 
showing gratitude to Allah, the Exalted. 


In addition, a Muslim should understand that by taking their charity the 
needy person has become a means for them to gain reward. Therefore, 
they should be thanked not rebuked or reminded of the favours done to 
them. In reality, the needy has done them a favour by accepting their 
charity. 


It is important for Muslims to gain knowledge on the traps the Devil uses 
in order to destroy the righteous deeds people have performed. Without 
this knowledge they will not be able to avoid them. For example, the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 
advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4903, that envy 
consumes one's righteous deeds like fire burns through wood. The Devil 
inspires Muslims to become envious of others in order to destroy their 
righteous deeds. Therefore, one should gain and act on the appropriate 
knowledge in order to avoid these traps. 


In the last part of the main verse Allah, the Exalted, warns that those 
who behave in the manner mentioned at the beginning of the verse will 
be left empty handed on the Day of Judgment. Meaning, whatever 
righteous deeds they performed will not benefit them in the slightest as 
they destroyed them with their own two hands. The biggest loser is not 
the one who reaches the hereafter after performing no righteous deeds. 
The biggest loser is the one who struggles to perform deeds during their 
life but because of their negative attitude reaches the hereafter empty 
handed. Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verses 103-104: 


“Say, [0 Muhammad], "Shall we [believers] inform you of the greatest 
losers as to [their] deeds? [They are] those whose effort is lost in worldly 
life, while they think that they are doing well in work." 


When a Muslim performs righteous deeds with the correct intention it will 
strengthen their faith and they will be guided to other righteous deeds by 
Allah, the Exalted. But if they perform deeds with the incorrect intention 
or with a bad attitude, as indicated in the main verse under discussion, 


they will not be guided to other good and beneficial things. This has 
been indicated in the last part of the main verse. 
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